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Preface

The purpose of this small book is to help those
who would like to free themselves from financial
worries and improve the quality of their life.

“Abundant life” can be seen as far more than just
material abundance, but rather including such
intangibles as a purpose, sense of accomplishment, as
well as happiness and contentment. Therefore,
besides financial tips, the book also includes a section
on success principles and a section on spiritual
principles.

The book is written from the heart and in layman’s
language and is not intended as a comprehensive
book on the ins and outs of finances, success, or
matters of the spirit. Rather, it provides common-
sense principles based on personal experience gained
over decades.

Specifically, it gives ideas on how to make your
hard-earned money go further without sacrificing
guality of life, how to sleep soundly without worrying
about mounting debt, and how to live a more
fulfilling life of accomplishment. It also brings out a
few spiritual principles that can enrich life and make
it more meaningful and abundant in terms of joy and
happiness.

Most of these ideas and principles have been
personally applied by the author and found working.
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If put into practice, they can also help you to begin to
free yourself from needless financial worries and
raise your quality of life to a higher level. Even if you
have a low income, you can learn to enjoy abundant
life. You may find that there is more than material
abundance that gives our earthly existence meaning
and contentment. You may discover wonderful and
precious intangibles, which far exceed the satisfaction
gained from physical possessions.
So let’s begin the journey ...



Introduction

By way of introduction, let me share a true story.
Robert and Yvonne have worked in various jobs, like
most couples, since finishing their education in their
twenties. They didn’t have children, but Yvonne often
worked only part-time. Living frugally, they saved
money, which enabled them after several years to put
down a deposit on a modest home. Apart from their
home loan, they had no debts. With a fortuitous rise
in the property market, their home evaluated, putting
them in a good stead upon selling.

During their last five years of employment, in their
fifties, they begun to feel that their jobs, while
bringing food on the table, paying off a home loan,
and even putting some savings in the bank, weren’t
entirely satisfying. They desired to devote their lives
to writing where they knew that their talents lay. But
how do you cover your living costs doing writing?
Most writers don’t. Only few become so popular that
they can live on their royalties.

Eight years before Robert’s eligibility for age
pension, they felt that they had enough resources to
stop work and pursue their dreams. Their house was
paid and they had a moderate amount of savings.

At the advice of their financial adviser, they
invested a significant part of their savings into the
stock market and got into a scheme, which enabled
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them to receive a small regular income from their
funds to cover their living costs, as well as receiving
tax-free gains from the investments. Other income
was very moderate and sporadic.

For over seven years, Robert and Yvonne had
managed to live as a couple on less than what the
government age pension is for one person. They
survived a loss from the Global Financial Crisis of
2008 and absorbed the various inflationary price
increases for goods and services. While many
complain that pension payments are “not enough to
live on but too much to die on”, they had felt that all
their needs were abundantly provided (since
abundance involves more than money and things).
They were happy doing what they enjoyed without
lacking in any way.

Robert and Yvonne had not only been able to cover
their food, utilities, property taxes, and insurance
bills. In those seven years, they also acquired needed
furnishings and appliances for their home; replaced
several technological items (most things of that
nature only work five years or less); installed roof-top
solar panels for electricity generation; and finally
bought a car (for seven years, they had creatively
managed to live without a vehicle). Other financial
outlays included several thousand dollars for
extensive dental work, legal costs in a messy and
drawn-out inheritance issue overseas, and
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miscellaneous house maintenance jobs that owning a
property demands. They also finished additional
study with the assistance of a generous government
subsidy, created and have hosted several educational
/ inspirational websites as a public service; and self-
published a number of books.

Robert and Yvonne are an average, not
exceptionally gifted, couple. While blessed with good
health, they had suffered two significant financial
losses over the years, in addition to the GFC. Also,
during their working years they had earned only
moderate incomes. But following the examples of
their parents, they have learned to stretch their
resources.

In these challenging financial times when many
are worried about keeping their jobs and paying
mortgages and other debts, as well as covering their
day-to-day living expenses, Robert and Yvonne chose
to set their sights above the mundanities of daily life.

This book provides practical and proven tips on
how you too can make ends meet on a small income
and still abundantly enjoy life (where abundance is
more than a lot of money and material possessions).
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SECTION |
FINANCE PRINCIPLES



Chapters in this Section:
1. Know Where Your Money Goes
2. Minimize Your Debt
3. Make Your Money Stretch
4. Invest Wisely



Chapter 1
Know Where Your Money Goes

Many people are concerned about making ends
meet. Money seems to run out while there are still
some days before the next pay is due. This problem
can be the result of not keeping track of one’s
spending and, as a result, overspending, where the
outlay becomes more than the income. Things may be
bought on impulse — perhaps they were on sale, but
really were not needed.

When there is no spending plan, purchases can be
made without considering what is really important to
have money for — food, rent or mortgage, utility bills;
and what isn't — for example, a meal at a fancy
restaurant or an interesting household gadget that is
on sale. Let’s consider making a plan for spending so
that there will be money for the necessities, as well as
for some special things.

Expense and Income Analysis

Firstly, it is important to know where your money
presently goes. To find out, do an analysis of all the
money you have spent in a week, fortnight, or a
month. To do this:
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1. Keep all receipts and make a note of costs where
you received no receipt.
These are expenses for food, entertainment, fuel,
and all other payments, large and small.

2. Create a table on paper or computer where you
have a column for the various expense
categories.

Examples of categories are listed below, but can
be adjusted to your specific needs by further
subdividing, adding, or deleting.

Food (included can also be toiletries,
stationary, postage, washing powder, and
other regular household items)

Utilities (electricity, gas, phone, Internet, etc.)
Car costs (fuel, oil, servicing, insurance,
registration)

Home maintenance (rent, repairs, insurance,
furnishings, computer accessories)
Miscellaneous (this can be a catchall category
for clothing, entertainment, books, and other
occasional purchases)

Medical and dental costs

3. Add up all the costs in the various categories and
make a note of them in your table at the end of a
pay period (week, fortnight or month, whichever

applies).

10
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Some payments are made annually, some
guarterly, others monthly, so if necessary, prorate
these for your pay period. For example, if you pay
$100 per month for electricity, the weekly cost
would be about $25 and fortnightly about $50.

4. Add up all the columns and work out the total
expenditure.
Now you know how much money you have spent
in a given time period. You can do this over
several weeks to see what the average is. (See
Appendix 2 for an example of finance tables for
both income and expenses.)

Having analysed your expenses to have an idea
where your money has been going, now analyse your
income from all sources — job, pension, investments,
bank interest, etc. Add these up and prorate, where
necessary, for a month or fortnight, depending on
how often you wish to budget for. For example, if
your bank interest is paid quarterly, divide the
amount by three to obtain a monthly gain. The total
income from all sources over a period of time will
become your usable income for that period.

11



Know Where Your Money Goes
Creating a Balanced Budget

The next task is to ensure that your spending is in
line with what is available to spend, without getting
into runaway debt. You might like to set your
financial goals along the following lines:
¢ To have enough money for buying what is needed

and a few extras for enjoyment.

e To consider every contemplated purchase in
terms of whether it is really needed.

e To avoid unnecessary costs in interest charges.

e To have money left over from each pay to set
aside for special needs and emergencies, or to
save for something out of the ordinary like an
overseas trip or an item of desire.

So let’s see how we can create a balanced budget
that will help us fulfil our financial goals.

You have analysed how you have been spending
money and listed all your income. Now take another
look at the expense table you have created. If your
income and expenses are roughly the same, or better
still, if your income exceeds your expenses, that's
great — keep up what you are doing! If, however, your
expenses exceed your income, you need to make
some adjustments. To do that, consider what
expenses in each category are essential, and cut out
the rest. The essential expenses, with ideas how to
reduce them, will include:

12
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Food and basic household items — you don’t want
to go hungry, but you may want to limit visiting
fast food outlets. Instead, buy a few ingredients in
the supermarket for healthier and cheaper dining.

Utilities — these are essentials, but sometimes one
can get the same service for less cost. You may
like to check around whether you can find an
electricity provider or Internet service provider
that will give you a comparable service, but
charge less.

Car costs — a family car has almost become a
necessity, with limited or time-consuming public
transport being the only other option. However, if
your family has two cars, could you get by with
just one? Or, what about a smaller, more
economical car instead of a four-wheel drive, that
seems insatiable for fuel?

Home maintenance — we all need a roof over our
heads and a bed to sleep in. However, if
necessary, costs can be cut by downsizing,
reducing insurance payments by increasing the
deductable or excess amount, and even possibly
renting out a spare room to a student or a single
person.

13
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Miscellaneous — this category may have several
unnecessary expenses. Take a careful look at it.

Medical costs — these will depend on each
individual or family and their needs. Consider a
healthier life style as a way to getting sick less
frequently, and that way cut down medical costs.

Other ideas to keep spending within the limits of

your income are:

Question every expenditure. Even small amounts
add up to quite a bit after a time.

Learn from past spending mistakes. Have you
bought things that now you wish you hadn’t?
Make sure that what you spend your money on is
something you really need and will use.

Whenever possible, look for sales. Also, consider
buying used items. Often you can’t tell the
difference between second-hand and new items —
and used things cost a lot less!

Paying Yourself

One more category needs to be added to your

budget and that is Savings. We pay everyone else
because we have to, but should ideally also include a
payment to ourselves. This would be in the form of
putting money aside for unforeseen needs or an

14
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emergency, as well as an unexpected opportunity or
to be able to, in time, buy something special for our
enjoyment.

Financial advisors suggest putting 10% of one’s
income in savings for this purpose. If that’s too much,
a smaller amount each period is better than nothing
and will add up over time. To keep motivated to save,
set goals and write down what you are saving for, for
example, a trip, a new computer or a better car.

You’ll reach your financial goals faster if you open
a savings account at a bank. Money kept at home
within easy access can soon disappear with the
temptation to justify using it. Money that is banked is
safe from impulse spending and also earns interest.
Find a bank that best suits your needs — giving you a
reasonable interest and charging minimally for
servicing your account. Of course, don’t get into a
habit of making frequent withdrawals from your
savings account.

Financial Discipline

The next step is to look again at both the income
and the necessary expenses and to marry the two by
assigning money to each of the above categories.

After you have made a spending plan that is within
your means, determine to stick to it. This takes

15
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discipline and some self-denial, but is not impossible.
In the long run, it will be worth the effort and
sacrifice, and indeed rewarding.

If you avoid overspending and charging up your
credit cards over what you are able to pay off when
the monthly payment is due, you will save money on
interest. Remember that banks charge around 20% a
year interest on unpaid credit card balances. Money
you had spent in the past may still be collecting
interest, and you could be paying for things that no
longer exist or are usable! These interest savings can
then be put toward something special that you really
desire as a reward for balanced spending and living
within your means.

Readiness for the Unexpected

Having created a balanced budget and resolving to
stay with it will go a long way. However, what if
something unforeseen happens? In this time of
economic uncertainty, this is not out of the realm of
possibility. So let’s have another look at your finances
and help you to not only be covered when all is going
well, but to also financially survive a major setback.

Consider the following:

e Are you on a cash basis (except for a home
mortgage) or are your credit cards charged to the
hilt? If the latter is the case, make a plan to get
out of unnecessary debt, or consolidate your

16
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debts, so that you'll pay less in interest. More on
this later.

e Is your family budget dependent on an income
that could disappear? For example, if one of two
income earners loses their job, would it be a
financial disaster? Consider living on one income
and put the other one in savings. If you look hard,
you'll probably find some unnecessary expenses
that can be cut without a major sacrifice.

e How would you fare in case of an unexpected
disaster — fire, medical crisis, or even death? Are
you adequately covered by insurance? Where a
young family is at home, some kind of income
protection, disability insurance, and/or life
insurance would be important in the event that
the breadwinner became incapacitated. Also
important is to have some savings to be able to
draw on in emergency. In addition, make sure
that you have made a will, so that in case of an
untimely death, your grieving family wouldn’t
have unnecessary problems with inheritance
issues.

In summary, analyse your expenses and compare
them with your income. If you are spending more
that receiving, cut your expenses to include only the

17
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necessities. Create a balanced budget and determine
to stay with it. If at all possible, put some money into
savings. This will help you to be prepared for the
unexpected to which no one is immune.

For a succinct summary of the steps in this
chapter, see Appendix 1. For an example of income
and expenses analysis, see Appendix 2.

18



Chapter 2
Minimize Your Debt

Our parents and grandparents were brought up to
believe that before buying large items, they would
need to save to have the money. Newly-weds often
started with little and built up gradually as they had
saved money for what they wanted. General purpose
credit cards were unknown till the second half of the
1900s.

By contrast, today one can live in luxury, but, on
the flip-side, be head over heels in debt. The plastic
card — issued not only by banks, but also individual
stores — allows us to buy now and pay later,
sometimes months, or even years later. By that time,
however, the original cost has no small interest added
to it. Paying off the original items — now possibly with
considerable wear and tear — may become seemingly
endless — and the mounting debt with high interest
added can become a vicious circle.

Debt Avoidance

So, one of the key principles to make your money
stretch is to, if at all possible, stay out of debt. This
may be regarded as an old-fashioned, even obsolete,
idea in a world where young people are not
encouraged to wait and save for what they desire.

19



Minimize Your Debt

Neither is it fashionable to start small and upgrade
when the money is there.

Western culture has acquired an insatiable
hunger, almost greed, for material things in the hope
that possessions will bring happiness. Ads lure us at
every step of the way to buy now and pay later, or buy
whether or not you need it and irrespective of if you
can afford it. And the economy is structured so that it
prospers when people spend — the more the better.

We are indeed powerfully and methodically
influenced by “Hidden Persuaders” to borrow the title
of a bestseller by Vance Packard, written over half-a-
century ago, but still extremely relevant. Yet, to
remain debt-free may still be the best way in the long
run.

What can we do? Here are tips to consider in order
to avoid being negatively influenced by the prevalent
culture, to think for oneself, and to make wise
decisions.

1. Stop and ask the following questions for every

contemplated purchase, large or small:

e Can I afford it?

o Do I really need it — and will | use it over the
longer term?

e If the answer is yes to the first two questions,
is it a good use of my money?

e Is it likely to do for me what the advertiser
promises?

20
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2. Realize that credit cards are good servants, but
cruel masters — and so, use with caution.
I have found that one, or at the most two, credit
card accounts is all that’'s needed. Having a credit
card from every department store we Vvisit
unnecessarily complicates life. It also provides a
temptation to overspend and lose track of where
the money is going. Just ignore, or say no to, all
the offers of credit cards that you may receive —
even if they offer an incentive. In the long run, it is
not worth it.
Pay off the total credit card balance every month
by the due date. This will help you keep track of
how much you have spent and most importantly,
there will be no extra cost for interest. Remember
that the annual interest on credit cards is often
around or close to 20% and is compounded on any
unpaid balance, and therefore, the charges add up
very quickly.

3. Don't allow yourself to be pressured into buying.
As a principle, we almost never buy from door-to-
door salespersons, no matter how good the deal
sounds, or how persuasive the doorknocker is. |
recommend you give yourself time to think about
the facts presented — to sleep on it. If the
salesperson says they can’'t be contacted later, or
the deal is only available through them, I like to

21
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just politely thank them for coming, and then I
forget about it. After all, | didn’t ask for whatever
they are offering, haven’t missed it, and most likely
can live without it. If I start seeing a need, I'll visit
a store or search the Internet to make the best
purchase then.

4. Make a shopping list and stick to it in most cases.
Before doing your shopping, write down what you
need. Resist the temptation to add to the cart
items that are on sale, but that you don't really
need. Ask the questions listed in point 1 above
before making an exception to the shopping list
rule.

Getting Out of Debt

Obviously, there are certain things one cannot buy
without borrowing money. One of these is a home. If
possible, home ownership with a bank loan may be
more advantageous in the long run than renting.
While paying off your home loan month after month
for twenty, or even thirty, years, in the end you'll own
the property, which will also most likely have risen in
value. You will be better off than having paid rent for
the same number of years and have nothing.

So a home loan is wise, but only under certain
conditions. You need to have an initial deposit and be
able to afford the repayments over the duration of the

22
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loan. Stretching yourself initially may be worth it.
However, carefully consider the potential danger of
not being able to make your payments if one of a
couple loses their job, another baby arrives, or
something unforeseen happens. If you default on
mortgage payments, you could lose the property, as
well as what you had already invested in it. Wisdom
and prudence are called for in this type of long-term
investment decision.

Here are other tips for getting out of debt:

. If you are in debt, other than paying off your
mortgage, plan to minimize the debt as quickly
as possible.

Small loans and credit card debt carry higher
interest than home loans. Therefore check to see
if you can consolidate your debts, such as house,
car, furniture, etc. Ask about adding a little to
your mortgage loan to pay off the smaller items.
Then make slightly bigger monthly payments.
This way you’ll have just one loan to worry about
and pay the lowest possible interest.

. Resolve to pay your credit card debt off as soon
as possible.

At close to 20% interest per year, it is just costing
you too much and you are gaining no benefit.
Think of the money you could save if you had no

23
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interest to pay and what you could buy instead!
Resolve to put aside each month a certain sum,
the bigger the better, towards paying off the debt.
Over a period of time, it will be encouraging to see
the debt (and the interest paid on it) diminish.
Plan to celebrate or reward yourself in some way
when you achieve the goal of paying off your
credit card debt. Then resolve to always pay the
full balance by the due date so as not to accrue
any further interest.

3. Have the discipline not to add to your debt, unless
it is totally unavoidable.
See if you can cut other expenses as much as
possible to live within your means. Downsize if
necessary — be it selling a second car or
exchanging the present family car for a smaller,
more economical one. Could you manage without
a car — even temporarily? It is worth considering —
there can be some advantages other than cost
saving. Could you make do with a smaller home in
an area better connected by public transport? Look
at your life style and your expenses and see if there
is anything that can be cut.

4. Increase your monthly loan repayment, or make

payments every two weeks instead of once a
month.

24
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This is another way to save on interest from your
loan. It will not make much difference to your
monthly budget, but will considerably shorten the
life of your loan and the total interest paid. When
taking out a loan, ensure that there is no pre-
payment penalty — being charged for repaying the
loan faster or in a shorter time than originally
agreed. If there is such a stipulation, consider a
different loan or another lending institution.

To sum up, never forget that credit is a good
servant, but a cruel master. To keep it under control,
evaluate each contemplated purchase, use credit
cards cautiously, don't be pressured into buying
anything, and plan your shopping with the help of a
shopping list. If you are in a runaway debt situation,
make a concerted effort to pay off your debts little by
little through debt consolidation and paying your
credit card monthly balance in full when it is due.
Then determine to keep your debts under control, so
that credit can serve you rather than oppress you.

25



Chapter 3
Make Your Money Stretch

One way to save is to try to make what you have
last. 1 know that things are not made to work as long
as they used to in previous generations, and that it
often costs more to get something repaired than to
replace it. However, there are still ways to make what
we have last longer and as a result make our money
go further.

Conservation

Firstly, don’t waste resources — it will help the
environment, as well as your pocket book. Here are
some ideas:

1. Reduce your utilities bill by conserving.
For example, switch off lights when you leave a
room and aren't coming back for a while.
Conserve water by having shorter showers. Adjust
the thermostat by one or two degrees so that the
air-conditioner or heater runs less. Over time,
these simple measures will make a difference to
your utilities bill.

2. Downsize — and pay less for — services you don't
need.
Have a look at your Internet plan and phone plan,
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for example, where there may be fixed charges for
the data downloading amount or the number of
calls. Don't pay for a large amount of
downloading if you are only sending out a few
emails per week.

3. Evaluate subscriptions — be it online or by mail.
Are you using all the services you have subscribed
to — newspapers, magazines, books, CDs, online
clubs? Subscriptions are often easy to get into —
the initial offer of a free or near-free item may be
hard to resist. Then the item, such as a newspaper
or online information downloads come every day,
week or month, but time or other factors get in
the way of us using them. Payments may be
automatically deducted from our bank or Paypal
account without us even noticing. The key
question is: Are you making a full use of the
service? Unsubscribe from anything that is not
necessary or useful to you.

Maintenance

Secondly, maintain what you have to make it last
longer so that you will need to replace it less often.
Some tips include:

1. Take good care of things.
Learn to do simple repair jobs, such as stitching

up a broken seam on a piece of clothing or a small
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hole in a sock, rather than quickly discarding the
item and buying a new one.

Keep things that are still functional for longer,
rather than buying new ones every year or two.
It is not necessary to have the latest model car,
computer, or kitchen appliance — as much as the
advertisers try to convince us to the contrary. If
something malfunctions in a small way, see if you
can get it fixed for less than the cost of a new
appliance.

Look after your health by eating a healthy diet,
exercising, and getting sufficient rest.

Kick any destructive habits, such as smoking or
excessive drinking. You will save money in two
ways — on the cigarettes or alcohol, as well as on
potential doctor visits due to self-induced health
problems. Instead of frequent eating at fast-food
places, buy wholesome, nutritious, natural foods
in the supermarket which are often much
cheaper. Learn the art of simple food preparation
— it doesn’t have to be complicated or greatly
time-consuming. Then save on medicines and
doctor’s bills, because you are likely to have fewer
colds, headaches, flus, etc. Not only will you feel
better, but your finances will also be healthier.

28



Make Your Money Stretch

This will give you less stress — another health
promoting measure.

Other Cost-Cutting Tips

By following several other principles, you can
significantly reduce your living expenses. Let’s start
with the basics — food and shelter.

To stretch your food budget, consider:

1. Making a shopping list and sticking to it.
Before going shopping, write down everything
you need. A good way to build the list is to jot
down items when you notice that they have
almost run out. For example, when the flour bag
or tomato sauce bottle is close to empty, write
down the items on a shopping list. In the store,
resist the temptation to add to the cart things not
on the list — no matter whether or not they are on
sale (unless of course you have unintentionally
left them off the list and you really need them.)

2. Shopping only once a week.
Plan your weekly menu and see if you can get
everything in one shopping trip. Divide your
monthly budget into roughly four parts and as
much as possible, stay within your weekly
allotment.
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3. Preferring larger supermarkets to smaller shops.
If on a tight budget, your money will go further in
these stores as they tend to be lower priced. You
also have more choice and can select cheaper
products over more expensive ones, where the
quality is not greatly different. Prefer home
brands over other brands, as often you will pay
more just for the brand name.

4. Preparing your own meals as much as possible.
Rather than buying a lot of canned and processed
foods, consider a bag of beans, peas or lentils.
Each can be combined with a bit of meat and/or
some vegetables and placed in a pot or slow
cooker. With very little time and effort spent in
the kitchen, they can make tasty, delicious and
nourishing soups or stews. And best of all, the
meals are healthy and inexpensive.

As far as your second basic need, shelter, consider:
1. Downsizing, if your accommodation is unneces-
sarily big.
If there is only two of you, for example, consider a
two-bedroom apartment or a small house. Of
course, the cost of a move needs to be considered
in the context of the overall expenses — but the
move might pay for itself before too long.
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2. Sub-letting a room.
If the children have left the nest and you have a
spare room, could a single person rent it to help
with your rent or mortgage payments?

3. Taking a look at the utilities.
Check to see if another supplier can provide you
electricity, gas, water, phone and Internet services
for a lower cost. There may be a number of
competing companies providing these services.
Shop around and check what each one offers.

4. Repairs and insurance.

Again, if repairs become necessary, check around
and get several quotes. You may be amazed how
similar services vary in price. You can reduce
insurance in two ways — by comparing quotes
from different companies and by increasing the
sum you would pay yourself before making a
claim. Chances are good that nothing will happen,
and by agreeing to a bigger deductable, your
premium will decrease while you are still
protected in case of a major problem.

Regarding other costs, such as clothing, appliances
and entertainment, again, you can reduce these by
shopping around. Often you can buy economically
without sacrificing quality. Sometimes, even a
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second-hand reconditioned item can be a good low-
cost purchase. You can always upgrade when finances
become better and you don’t have to be concerned
about every dollar.

Checking around also applies to holiday travel —
there are significant cost differences in airfares, hotel
accommodations, and eating out. And if you are on a
really tight budget, consider camping or simple day
trips. Use your imagination and resourcefulness in
coming up with ideas for enjoying life on a limited
budget. There certainly are ways and means to do
that.

Careful Christmas Spending

Christmas is a time when we like to do special
things, including buying special foods and giving
gifts. While these activities have their place, if one is
on a tight budget, care needs to be taken not to
overspend. If not careful, it is easy to get carried away
by the spirit of the season and run up a credit card
debt that we could still be paying off next December.
The following tips might help in ensuring that both
the Christmas season and the new year are financially
happy times.

1. Plan ahead.
Ideally, begin your planning in January. Make a
reasonable Christmas budget, for example, 2% of
your annual food and miscellaneous items
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budget. Then start your Christmas saving at the
beginning of the year by putting aside a small sum
each week. You will hardly notice this sum
missing, but over the weeks and months, it will
grow nicely.

Evaluate your gift-giving list.

If budget is tight, talk to the family and consider
options such as limiting gift buying only for the
children in the family and/or just the immediate
family — not the nephews, nieces, cousins, etc.
Another way is for each person to pull a name out
of a hat and buy gifts only for the person whose
name has been drawn.

Take advantage of sales.

By planning ahead, you can make use of sales and
discounts that you encounter during the year —
even post-Christmas sales! Sometimes you may
find inexpensive things at yard / garage /
rummage sales. People often sell unused items at
a greatly reduced price and these can make lovely
gifts.

Be resourceful.
Consider creating a gift using your own talents.

This may cost you very little in terms of money,
yet be greatly appreciated, and even treasured.

33



Make Your Money Stretch

For example, can you paint a picture, create a
wood carving, sculpt a mug, knit a jumper, or
make a quilt?

5. Avoid impulse buying.
Don’t wait till the last week before Christmas to
buy gifts. With the pressure of the situation, it is
easy to get frustrated, buy on impulse and without
thinking, and overspend. Rather, accumulate your
gifts progressively, or slowly and steadily work on
creating gifts for others.

6. Watch the credit card.

While the plastic card is convenient to use, keep
track of how much you are charging on it. Don’t
charge more than you are able to pay off within
the interest-free period. Or, if the temptation is
too great, simply resolve not to use the credit card
and only spend a predetermined cash amount.
Once the cash is gone, your shopping is finished —
even if you haven’t got a gift for everyone you had
in mind. Better that than waking up in January or
February with a credit card hangover that will
take you a better part of the year to pay off — with
a high interest percentage added, of course.

By exercising discipline and responsibility in
connection with Christmas, you can enjoy the season
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as well as the coming year — with no unnecessary
financial headaches and setbacks.

To sum up, make your finances stretch by avoiding
waste and looking after what you have. In addition,
examine ways to make your food and shelter budget
go further, shop around to get the best price for your
other needs, and be careful not to overspend with
Christmas shopping.
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Chapter 4
Invest Wisely

It is prudent to invest in something that will bring
back reasonable returns. Broadly speaking, there are
two basic types of investments — real estate and the
stock market. They can both work, but which is better
will depend on each individual situation.

If you can, start saving and investing at a young
age — even if your resources are small. With time and
the development of your career, you will not miss the
money that you have invested and it can grow into a
nice nest egg that will come handy later in life.

Bank Deposits

If you have little money to invest, put at least a
small, but regular sum aside each month into a bank
account. Ten percent of your income is a good
guideline that financial advisors tend to agree on —
but if that is too much, any amount is better than
nothing and will increase with regular deposits. The
interest on a savings account may not be much —
perhaps 2-3% — but it will grow and compound with
time.

Apart from generating interest, the money will be
there for you in case of an unexpected emergency.
Also, over time you may have enough for a deposit to
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buy a home — which is almost always an excellent
investment, as long as you can afford the mortgage
payments. So start with a savings account and
patiently watch your money grow over time.

If you know that you will not need a certain sum of
money for several months, consider a term deposit. It
pays more interest than a savings account and you
can decide on the term, which can be anything from
one month or less to one year or more. Three- to
four-month term seems the most popular and often
the most advantageous as far as the interest amount
paid.

When you put your money into a bank account,
the money will be invested further — the bank will
again put it in either the stock market or real estate.
You may be able to receive more profit by avoiding
the “middle man” — the bank — and investing directly.

Home Purchase

As far as real estate, investing in a home is a good
step if at all possible. If you can save for a home
deposit and qualify for a bank loan, this is an
excellent investment with several advantages. The
main one is that instead of paying rent every month,
your mortgage payments go toward your own
property. Most properties evaluate over time and
when you finish paying your loan off, the home is
likely be worth more than what you bought it for.

37



Invest Wisely

For this to happen, however, make sure that the
location is as good as you can afford without taking
undue risk that you won’t be able to keep up the
payments. Also, choose a home and location where
you will feel good living for at least several years.

If you have to sell, for whatever reason, after only a
short period, you may lose. This is because the costs
of borrowing money, selling the property, and moving
elsewhere may exceed the evaluation of the home
over a short term.

So carefully consider the risk, and if it feels
reasonable, seriously consider finding a home to buy.
While debt is generally best avoided, a mortgage debt
can be considered an exception to the rule if there is a
relatively small risk of defaulting on payments and if
the property is likely to evaluate.

Stock Market

The third option for investing is buying into the
stock market which broadly includes shares,
managed funds, and precious metals (such as gold).
For those who are not familiar with the system, this
can seem intimidating and a bit of an overwhelming
option — it was for us, until we learned more about it.

It can be good to work with a trustworthy financial
advisor who can help you invest your money soundly
and based on your situation and needs. While
financial advisors don't work for free, a good one can
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be worth the fees they charge. You will have peace of
mind and also the fees are subtracted from your
investment gains, so in a way, you don’t have to worry
about them and are not directly aware of them.

Investments can be conservative with a moderate
gain and low risk of loss, as well as more aggressive
with potentially greater yields, but also greater losses.
The degree of risk that one is willing to take for a
potentially greater gain depends on each person and
their situation.

Historically, the stock market has had short-term
ups and downs, but over the long term, it has gone
up. Every few years, favourable periods alternate with
unfavourable ones. However, the market has so far
always recovered from both smaller and greater
setbacks — even the Great Depression of the 1930s
and the Global Financial Crisis of 2008. So, the hope
is that the market will again bounce back when the
next downturn comes. And in the long run, the gain
from your investment is greater than that from
savings or term deposit interest. Also, if money is
quickly needed, it can be gotten out of the stock
market within a few days by selling some shares —
which is not possible with a property investment.

Land and Other Investment Ideas

If you don’t feel comfortable with the stock market
— due to not having anything tangible in hand or for
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other reasons — and cannot afford a house or
apartment, a block of land may be a good option.
Again, the location will be important. If you keep the
land over several years and it is in a good location, it
is bound to evaluate. You can then sell it for a nice
profit. Alternatively, as you have more money to put
aside, you may be able to build on it. A brand-new
house with a design of your choice can be a thrilling
experience. And with the land paid, the home loan
could be significantly less and thus easier to repay.

Even if you have no intention to build on the land,
don't make the mistake we did and sell it
prematurely. Let it sit, don't worry about paying
property taxes and similar fees on it, and in a decade
or more it can’t help but be worth considerably more
than what you paid for it. This is because land is a
finite commodity and with increasing population
needing housing, it will always go up in value.

Other, and smaller, types of investment can be
something like solar roof panels or solar hot-water
system that over time will pay for themselves by
saving money on electricity. When paid off, they will
actually generate a small profit — perhaps only $100 a
month, but every little bit helps. The same can apply
to roof insulation, which can save money on winter
heating and summer cooling — besides being kind to
the environment by saving resources.
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So to sum up, wise investments (with the emphasis
on wise) can help you get financially ahead. These
can start with a small amount of regular savings or
stock market investment. Real estate — a block of
land, a flat or a house in a good location can be an
excellent investment. The best way is to start
regularly saving early in life and be patient. In due
time, and without much effort, you will be rewarded.
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SECTION 11
SUCCESS PRINCIPLES
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Chapters in this Section:
5. Find your Purpose and Goals
6. Watch Your Thinking
7. Learn from Others
8. Move Forward
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Chapter 5
Find Your Purpose and Set
Goals

Now that you are getting your finances under
control and have less worry about making ends meet,
you can give thought to other aspects of your life.
What could make it more satisfying? Abundant life
involves more than a lot of money in the bank or a lot
of possessions. In fact the lives of many well-to-do,
even famous, people show that while money can buy
many things, it cannot buy happiness. This section
touches on a few aspects of life which when brought
into harmony with the laws of the universe will result
in a satisfying life of contentment.

Your Life’s Purpose

Leading life with purpose goes a long way.
Discover what your purpose is — what did you come
to the earth to accomplish during the few decades
that you may have? This could seem like a daunting
task, and might take time to truly understand. |
believe that our purpose works on at least two levels.
We all have a transcendent purpose, which |
understand as being transformation by Divine Love
into beings that are at-one with God. While the
specifics of this are beyond the scope of this book,
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they are addressed in my book Jesus’ Gospel of God’s
Love. However, we can start exploring our earthly
purpose, which is easier to determine. Once we sense
what our purpose here and now might be, life can
become much more meaningful and enjoyable.

Often, an aspect of a person’s purpose has to do
with what they are good at and love to do. Look at
your life — both past and present. What have you
enjoyed doing? Where have you met success? What
have you felt attracted to — sometimes contrary to the
wishes and expectations of well-meaning others?

Was it a painting you did at school that drew the
admiration of the teacher and classmates? Was it a
piece of writing that won you a prize? Or, do you
enjoy creating things with your hands — sewing,
sculpture, metal work, wood carving? Or, are you
interested in tinkering with the insides of things to
see how they work? Or, do you enjoy public speaking
and teaching, or perhaps entertaining others? Or, are
you at your best in a sport discipline? Or, are you
interested in spiritual things and ministering to
others in their suffering? We have all been given
unique gifts and abilities. When we use them, even
just here and there as a hobby, we’ll find an enjoyable
addition to life. And if they are a part of your paid
employment, you are blessed indeed.

If you are at the beginning or middle of your
working career and your work is not quite in line with
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what you would really like to do, consider if you can
turn your interests into a form of livelihood —
perhaps even just on the side to start with. Can you
sell your creations? Can you teach your skills?
Perhaps you can offer a short weekend course at U3A
(University of the Third Age) for seniors or at a
summer camp for young people? Check what
opportunities for sharing or contributing are
available in your community, even on a volunteer
basis. Sometimes volunteering can turn into a part-
time, or eventually even a full-time, job.

Look at what occupies much of your time and if it
is not already happening, resolve to make it as much
as possible in line with your gifts and what you
perceive to be your life’s purpose. If a job change is
needed, it may not be feasible straight away —
especially if the income is essential. However, keep
dreaming, seeking, and also set some goals for
incorporating what you enjoy into your life.

Goal Setting

As mentioned, consider picking up a hobby to
develop your talents, even if it is just an hour or two
on the weekend to start with. Set a specific goal to
spend time weekly or more often if you can and to
create something using your given abilities.

Is there a group you could join or perhaps organize
to bring others with the same interests together?
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When several people work together, their creations
can be displayed and even sold.

One success coach defines goals as “go out and
love something” — in other words, the goals we set
should be in line with what we enjoy doing. An
influential teacher advised to “follow your bliss”, or
again, see how you can do more of what brings you
joy. With time, you never know what doors may open
as you keep your eyes open to opportunities where
you can use your gifts and abilities.

Here are a few specific ideas regarding goal
setting. See if you can convert your desires to use
your talents into measurable goals. Our brain is a
goal-seeking organism — the subconscious mind will
work on any goal given to it to bring it about. Goals
should be as specific as possible and have a time to be
achieved by. They should be big enough to stretch us
— to even give us a breakthrough.

Jack Canfield, one of the experts in the field of
success, advises to write your goals down in detail
and review them daily. Even better, create a goal
notebook and illustrate each goal with pictures. Write
the most important goal on a card and place it where
you can see it frequently.

Three things tend to emerge during the goal
setting process — considerations, fears, and
roadblocks. The first two reflect our inside thoughts
and feelings. Take time to analyse each of them and
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see if they are valid. If not, now that you are aware of
them, they can be dealt with and reprogrammed.
Roadblocks are external circumstances. Look at them
as opportunities for overcoming and growth, and
resolve that they will not hold you back.

Once your goals have been formulated and written
down, set a time by which you'd like to accomplish
each one. Even if you don’'t meet your target date, at
least you are moving toward one — and you can
always set a new one.

Daily Review

To stay positive, motivated and focused on your
goals. Also, make it a habit to spend some time at the
end of each day on acknowledging your successes,
reviewing goals, visualizing future success, and
making specific plans for the next day. During the
night, the subconscious mind will process this input
in a powerful way. That’s why it is important to go to
bed with positive, edifying thoughts.

Keeping a daily success journal is another tool for
success motivation. Include five key events for each
day under the following headings: Success (the event)
— Reason (why successful) — Further Progress (what
more can be done) — Next Action (specific plan).

Finally, visualize the next day the way you wish it
to go. While you cannot control what the day will
bring, see yourself performing at your best in
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whatever situation you encounter. Making this a daily
habit will make a significant difference in your life.

Personal Example

Start working toward your goals with confidence,
making adjustments as necessary along the way as
you receive new insights — that is a part of the
process. In a few months, or a year or two, you'll be
able to look back and be encouraged by what you
have accomplished.

I will finish with a personal story. As a young child,
I used to write poems. | ended up with two notebooks
of them and even had one published in a youth
magazine. Later in high school, my essay on the 1968
Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia (my country of
birth) in response to the Dubcek reforms got a special
mention, being among the best three. That was a
great accomplishment since | had then lived in
Australia for just over a year and was still working on
mastering English as a foreign language.

Later, in my working career, | was commended as
a writer and editor of reports, procedural manuals,
and various office documentation, as well as articles
of spiritual nature. Later still, | returned to teaching,
and found that creating lesson plans and student
workbooks came to me much easier and was more
enjoyable than the actual classroom teaching. From
my writing during my teaching years actually came
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several academic books for students of English (co-
authored with my husband).

On the side, as time allowed, | pursued writing on
subjects of personal interest. 1 had hoped that one
day | could publish my writings. Upon retiring from
teaching now several years ago, | have been able to
devote most of my time to writing and publishing — in
the form of books and websites (see www.pathway-
publishing.org). Even though the income from it is
minimal, that is not of ultimate importance, as all our
needs have been met. It is satisfying to see my writing
in print, e-books or online, and know that others are
being helped and edified.

Summing up, look at your life to see what you may
be intended to accomplish while on earth. One aspect
of our purpose is to use the gifts and talents we have
been given to serve others. Once you know what your
gifts are, take another look at your situation and set
goals that are specific, realistic (though also
stretching you), and to be reached by a target date.
Keep these in mind, visualize the outcome, and move
forward. Reward yourself when you have reached a
goal and set a new one.
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Chapter 6
Watch Your Thinking

Our thinking and expectations are powerful
determiners of our success or otherwise. If you say
and believe that you can succeed, you will be right. If
you say that you cannot succeed, you will also be
right. This is a sobering reality. Below are some tips
on helping you succeed in fulfilling what you believe
to be your life’s purpose and calling.

Believing in Possibilities

Now that you better understand at least some
aspects of your life’'s purpose by looking at what you
are good at and what you enjoy doing, start
incorporating this into your life step by step — if it is
not already happening. Diligently look for ways and
possibilities to use your gifts.

If your paid job is enjoyable and fulfilling for you —
wonderful. You are already on the right track and
have much to be grateful for. If it is not as much in
line with your gifts and talents as you would like it to
be, still be grateful that you have a job and an income,
but consider ways of making your work more
satisfying. It may seem impossible at first, but keep
thinking, exploring, and talking to people.
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Could some changes be made within the job itself?
Can you make it more creative for yourself? Is there
another department in the same company where your
talents could be better used? You never know what
doors may open at the right time — so keep looking
and knocking, while remaining thankful for what you
have.

Even if you don't see a way to get paid for what
you like doing, explore ways how to use and develop
your gifts and talents on the side. Then, if a door does
open, you will be ready to walk through it.

Set aside time for using your talent. For example,
make it a hobby; take a class to get better; teach your
skills to your children or others; create things to sell
or donate to a fund-raising rummage sale. Pursue
your heart’s desires to incorporate using your gifts
into your life as much as possible. Visualize your
dreams materializing and believe that it is possible.
With time and persistence, this will happen.

Transcending the Status Quo

Don't follow the crowd — decide to be unique.
Some find themselves in circumstances of a crushing
debt and/or a soul-destroying job situation. If one or
both apply to you, resolve to transcend the condition.
We have already discussed the former — getting out of
debt. Regarding the latter, again start with small
steps and be patient. Sometimes a change of
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perspective can go a long way. Instead of focusing on
the negative aspects of your job and feeling bad, look
for what is good about it and be grateful. Gratitude is
a powerful antidote to negativity and dissatisfaction.

Set achievable goals in the area of your talents and
work towards them. Celebrate and reward yourself in
some way when you have reached a goal and then set
a new, higher goal. Believe in yourself and expect to
succeed. Develop a can-do attitude rather than
focusing on what you can't do.

If you are able to, share your goals and ideas with
people who will encourage you. It helps to have a
mentor or another person who believes in you. By the
same token, be careful with chronically negative
people who are likely to crush your fragile dreams
before they have a chance to get off the ground.
Sometimes well-meaning people can make remarks
such as “that will never work”, “be real”, “you must be
realistic”, etc. Carefully consider all input, even the
cautioning kind, and take from it what is valid. You
are ultimately responsible for your decisions, so move
ahead if after considering all the factors you still feel
you should.

Remember that many people have succeeded in
following their dream against great, almost
impossible, odds. While your situation may be
different, you can let such individuals inspire you to
believe that you too can succeed if you are willing and
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able to pay the price it takes in time, effort,
perseverance, and whatever else might be required.
Step out, take a risk that you can live with, and see
yourself as succeeding — even if it might take much
time and patience.

Even if you don't become rich and famous
(remember that most of us don't — though you
might!), at least you'll have the joy of having your life
aligned with your talents and gifts. You will make a
difference in your own sphere of influence — and we
all have one. And the satisfaction from serving where
you can by using your abilities can be worth far more
than fame and money. So even if your income
remains small, there is no reason you cannot feel like
your life is rich and abundant.

Avoiding Self-Sabotage

Many of us can sabotage achieving our desires by
our own thoughts — often unknowingly and
subconsciously. Mindfulness, or being aware of and
able to observe our thought processes, goes a long
way to realize what is happening. Once we
understand the process, we can change.

Try to notice your thoughts and feelings as they
arise — picture yourself as an observer of them. Stop
and analyse the thoughts you observe. Are they
negative, casting doubts that you can achieve your
goals? Or, are they affirmative?
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Remember, whether you think you can succeed, or
whether you think you cannot succeed, you will be
correct. Our thoughts are powerful — they in fact are
energy — and will determine our future. They can
even make us healthy or sick. The good news is,
however, that once we become aware of our thoughts,
we can change them. It is possible to see a situation
differently — from a new perspective.

Visualize success for yourself. In your mind'’s eye,
see yourself as doing what you love and succeeding.
Hold onto this vision — even create reminders of
where you are going in the form of post-it notes,
cards, or pictures. Attach one to your computer, place
another in your wallet, or keep them in drawers to see
often. If you live by yourself, you can also stick them
on the bathroom mirror, fridge, and wherever else
you pass often in your home.

Of course, life can take unexpected twists and
turns, such as accidents or debilitating illness that
may prevent one reaching a goal. However, live in the
present and focus on achieving your vision while you
have the strength and energy to do so. Remember
that success doesn’'t have to mean great financial or
material abundance. The satisfaction of doing what
you enjoy where you have just enough money to make
ends meet can outweigh a well-paid, but less fulfilling
job situation, especially when considered longer-
term.
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Another aspect of our thinking process is the
critical voice inside. It purpose is to protect us from
harm. However, sometimes it becomes over-
protective, perhaps still responding to a childhood
incident, which at that time seemed traumatic. Placed
into proper perspective and into the present, a fear of
another trauma is no longer justified.

Realizing from what childhood experiences our
subconscious fears, even phobias, come can go a long
way towards consciously counteracting them and
moving forward rather than irrationally holding back.
One helpful technique to align the body energies and
neutralize or release irrational beliefs lodged in our
subconscious since childhood is EFT (Emotional
Freedom Technique, aka Tapping). It is beyond the
scope of this book to discuss in details, but a lot of
information is available on the Internet.

Nurturing a Success Image

Most people remember and focus on their failures
rather than their successes. That's because from our
childhood, successes have usually been taken for
granted, whereas failures were made a big deal of.
Remembering our successes helps us to build a
healthy self-esteem.

Make an inventory of all your successes. Start with
nine major successes — three in each third of your life
to the present. Continue the exercise and list 100
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successes. These can include passing each grade at
school, getting a driver’s license, getting married,
getting a job, etc.

Another good practice is to create a victory log —
this can be added to daily and include such things as
achievements, keeping personal disciplines, resisting
temptations, responding to others in love, etc.
Appreciate yourself for the various small and larger
successes.

Also display your success symbols in your home or
work place — prizes, pictures, trophies, diplomas, etc.
to remind vyourself of your achievements. Our
environment impacts our moods, attitudes and
behaviour, and your success symbols will subtly,
subconsciously program you to seeing yourself as a
winner, build confidence, and motivate you to further
successes.

See Appendix 3 for insightful quotes on the power
of thought, and Appendix 4 for tips on affirmations
and visualization.

To sum up, our thoughts and our subconscious
have a powerful influence on how we view ourselves
and the world around us. They can promote or
sabotage our success — both financial and in other
areas. The good news is that we can, to a considerable
degree, learn to control our thoughts and even
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reprogram our subconscious to avoid self-sabotage to
fulfilment and happiness. Consciously resolve to act
as though everyone is on your side and wants to help
you accomplish your goals. See every negative event
as containing seeds of an equal or greater benefit.
Remind yourself of past accomplishments and
successes. Then look for opportunities and see how
you can use every experience to your advantage. If
something doesn’t go the way you had hoped, see it as
God, life, or the Universe, having something better in
store and expect this to unfold in due time.
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Chapter 7
Learn from Others

As humans, we are a lot better off if we work
together and cooperate with each other, rather than
when we compete and strive against one another. In
today’s sophisticated and complex world, no one is
able to remain on their own and hope to make sound
decisions without consulting other people or sources
of information. So if you are considering a life change
or career change to eventually be able to do what you
really enjoy, or even if you want to make the most out
of your present situation, get as informed as you can.
Learning from others may help you maximize your
opportunities as well as avoid making unnecessary
mistakes.

No one can be an expert in all things, and we all
need to learn from each other and help one another
grow and become better at what we do. Willingness to
learn from others involves humility through the
realization that we don’t by ourselves have all that we
need to fulfil our potential, and that we are all gifted
in different ways for the purpose of complementing
and helping others.

Some of us prefer classes and courses; others are
self-learners from teach-yourself books or the
Internet. So whatever your learning style and
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preferences, consider developing your talents and
improving your skills by finding a course or other
resources that can help you reach a higher level in
your sphere of endeavour.

Formal Education

It is well known that knowledge is power.
Education will help us get ahead. Those with higher
education or training and skill in a trade tend to do
better in life than those who only finished high
school. A degree, diploma or a certificate are usually
necessary to get a good job in the relevant field.

The educational opportunities nowadays are
incredible and don’t have to cost a fortune. Gone are
the days when the only way to get a degree was to
take out a big loan and to spend several years in
university or college classes.

Online education has mushroomed in recent years.
You can get a degree that way and may not even have
to leave your home or pay much. So whether you are
interested in longer-term study (a degree course) or
just a short course for a certificate or a diploma, you
should be able to find what fits your needs.

Often part-time study opportunities are available,
so that you can both work and study. If money is a
concern, it may also be possible to apply for some
kind of a financial assistance. One example of short-
term free online courses offered by various reputable
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universities is https://www.coursera.org/. Explore
the website and see if you can find anything of
interest.

Self-Education

If for various reasons, you haven't had the
opportunity for a formal academic education, all is
not lost. Many have acquired knowledge or
qualifications later in life, or developed their skills to
a high degree, which also is a form of education.

Depending on what you want to do, libraries most
likely have books on the subject. Read widely and
consider a range of views — then decide what speaks
to you and put it into practice.

Consider self-help books to develop yourself. Take
a personal inventory and look for books about
personality development and human relationships.
There are also tests to see where your innate
aptitudes lie and therefore what direction to pursue
in life for maximum satisfaction and fulfilment.
Regarding success principles, Jack Canfield and
many others have written excellent books on the
subject.

The Internet is an almost inexhaustible source of
information — sometimes to the point of being
overwhelming. And talking to successful people in
your field of interest, if you have the opportunity, or
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reading their books can also be very helpful. Perhaps
you can even get a mentor.

And of course, it is still true that practice makes
perfect. So use your skills as much as you can, and
keep looking for better ways to accomplish your
short-term and longer-term goals.

Learning from Feedback

Being social beings, we all receive feedback from
others — directly or indirectly, and whether we have
asked for it or not. Feedback can be both positive and
negative. Listen carefully and take a note of both.

While we don't generally like criticism and
correction, it can help us stay on course to our goal if
we are straying off course, or it can save us grief later.
Therefore, avoid the sometimes almost automatic
response to negative feedback such as ignoring it,
getting upset with the person who gave it, or, on the
opposite extreme, caving in and quitting. Rather
evaluate all feedback on its merit. Is it sound or not?
Are there facts the other person is unaware of? Does
the feedback warrant acting on? Would it be wise to
seek other counsel and get more facts? It is always a
good idea to get as much information as we can on
any pursuit or issue — to seek multiple informed
opinions and then making a decision.

Feedback can come from without — circumstances,
comments from others — as well as from within —
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body sensations, feelings, hunches and intuition.
Take note of red flags and yellow alerts, and never go
against what doesn’'t feel right. Notice feedback
patterns — if several people are hinting at the same
thing, there is probably truth in it. It is better to be
successful as a result of acting on unpleasant
feedback than insisting on being right at all costs and
then failing to reach our goals.

If you have failed in a certain undertaking, the
following steps can be an appropriate response
enabling you to more forward:

e Acknowledge that you did the best you could
under the circumstances at the time.

o Write down all the lessons you have learned from
the experience.

o If others were involved, ask what they learned to
avoid making the same mistakes next time.

o If need be, apologize and clear the air of any
misunderstandings or hurt feelings.

e Take time to review your past successes to regain
confidence that you can succeed again.

e Regroup, refocus your vision, and move forward
to realize your dreams.

In summary, using the means at your disposal, get
as knowledgeable and proficient as you can in your
field of interest. This will give you a better chance to
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ultimately reach a point, where what you believe to be
your life’'s purpose, what you enjoy doing and are
good at, can become your main endeavour in life.
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Chapter 8
Move Forward

Now that you have determined where your gifts lie
and how you can make a contribution using them, set
some goals, and acquired sufficient information,
make sure you are aware of the cost of success and
willing to pay the price.

The road to success is paved with discipline,
continued education, much hard work, and ongoing
practice to reach expertise. It passes through tunnels
of determination, doing what it takes, and putting in
the necessary time.

It is important to first ascertain what the price is to
reach a specific goal and then decide if it is worth the
sacrifice. If you have counted the cost and are
comfortable with it, it is time to move ahead step by
step. This chapter gives a few helpful principles
adapted from Jack Canfield’s book, The Success
Principles.

Personal Responsibility

We cannot control what happens to us — events or
circumstances caused by various external factors.
However, we can control how we respond to those
events or circumstances. As we grow in awareness of
our thoughts and reactions, we can learn to change
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them. We have a choice whether or not to get angry
about something, whether to regard a situation as
hopeless or see positive possibilities in it, whether to
mindlessly react or mindfully respond.

There are three things we can control to at least
some a degree, even if not perfectly: thoughts, mental
images, and behaviour. Behaviour needs to change
from habitual to intentional if we want different
results in our life. Wise actions need to be taken and
gut-level warning signals heeded.

Evaluate your life, determine what you want and
what not, search for the causes of undesirable
outcomes, and then focus your behaviour on what
works and brings the desirable results.

Controlling Fear

Fear is natural, and courage is not the absence of
fear, but acting in spite of feeling fearful. If we aren’t
willing to do this, fear may stop us from achieving
what we desire.

Fear can often be the result of imagining bad
outcomes — Fantasized Experiences Appearing Real.
We scare ourselves by imagining that people will
reject us, say no to our requests, and any number of
other negative or even disastrous scenarios. Thus we
create our own fear and thereby hold ourselves back.
(There is of course a healthy fear that protects us
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from danger. Therefore evaluate whether your fear is
in that category or mainly imaginary.)

One way to get rid of irrational fear is to replace
the imagined scary outcomes with positive ones —
imagine that things will turn out well. If a big step
with a significant risk is too scary, start in small steps.
This will decrease the risk and enable you to proceed
step by step with the increased confidence of small
successes.

Sometimes a “leap of faith” may lead to a real
breakthrough. However, don’t risk more than you can
comfortably live with. Some people have a higher risk
tolerance than others. The balance is to be willing to
step out of your comfort zone, but only so far as you
would be able to survive and recover from if things
went wrong.

Taking appropriate risks and chances, having high
intention and low attachment, and just pushing
forward to the desired goal, you will eventually get
there — even if it takes longer than planned.

Taking Action

Step out and act when you feel ready. Depending
on the situation, there may never be the perfect time
or circumstances, but sometimes it is better to be
patient and wait. Try to discern this and move ahead
when you feel the time is right for you. Make sure you
have enough information, but also realize that you'll
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be learning as you go when unforeseen factors
emerge.

Failure along the way is likely to occur as a
stepping stone on the way to a higher plane, so don’t
be discouraged by it and quit. Remember that many a
great achiever had failed numerous times before
finally succeeding in reaching their goal. Acting with
energy and determination — even without guarantee
of success — creates momentum. Previously unseen
help or resources may suddenly appear.

Don't wait to see the whole path ahead of you —
take one step at a time and make decisions along the
way as things unfold. Little by little, progress will be
made to your dream or even somewhere better.
Continue to explore, doing what you can, and
eventually a turning point will come.

Help from Others

Many people are afraid to ask questions or request
help because they fear rejection or being thought of
as dumb. However, in reality, rejection is a myth —
you haven't lost anything by being rejected, but there
is a great potential for gain if your request is granted.
An answer to your “dumb” question can save you a lot
of heartache, and other kinds of help may propel you
forward towards your goal.

Therefore ask regardless of what people may think
of you and have a positive expectation. Assume you
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can get what you are asking for. Ask the right person
— find out who is able or authorized to give you what
you need. Be clear and specific about what you are
after. Ask repeatedly — if the answer is initially no,
with persistence it may eventually become yes. Ask a
different person — perhaps a whole humber of the